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S C H E D U L E

Sean Hanrahan is a 
graduate of The Ohio 
State University with 

a degree in Psychology. He has 
been an educator for 25 years, 
and a teacher at Oakstone for 
17 years. As an administrator 
and behavior specialist, Sean 
provides behavioral instruction 
and support to teachers and 
parents.

Erica Clark has been 
teaching since 1999 
and has a Master’s 

Degree in Literacy from The 
Ohio State University. She is in 
her 15th year with Oakstone, 
where she teaches and provides 
teacher support in the areas of 
reading, character education, 
and academic enrichment. 

Laura Davis is a 
Speech-Language 
Pathologist with 15 

years of experience working with 
kids and adolescents with ASD.  
Her passion is to help students 
recognize the power found in 
communicating with others  and 
to make sure each student has 
a voice by using current AAC 
technology to bridge the gap.  

Michelle Lang is a 
general and special 
education teacher 

who has worked at Oakstone 
Academy for 16 years. Michelle 
has a Masters in educational 
leadership and her focus is to 
help students with ASD reach 
academic success in reading and 
math.

Featured Speakers

DR. REBECCA MORRISON, PhD.   |   FOUNDER OF OAKSTONE ACADEMY

Rebecca Morrison is the founder and CEO of Oakstone Academy, a chartered, nonpublic school 
serving 500 children in central Ohio. Dr. Morrison is known for her research on inclusion for children 
with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and published several papers on this topic. From her research, 
she has developed a social immersion model that focuses on educating children with ASD alongside 
their neurotypical peers from first diagnosis through high school.  Dr. Morrison received her Ph.D. 
from The Ohio State University and remains an adjunct member of the faculty in the department of 
special education and applied behavior analysis.

TOM CODY   |   CO-FOUNDER OF TOP 20 TRAINING

Tom Cody, a co-founder of Top 20 Training, shares his unique witticisms, insights and wisdom 
gathered from 40 years in the classroom. His light-hearted, life-changing messages engage staff & 
student audiences in a one-of-a-kind manner. His professional life has been committed to education, 
serving as a grade school and high school math teacher and social emotional learning teacher from 
1974 until his retirement from teaching in 2014.  Tom now devotes his professional life to Top 20 
Training. He has been instrumental in developing innovative curricular programs and processes in 
St Paul, Minnesota. He has coached several successful boys and girls athletic teams. A graduate of 
Colorado State University, Tom is a crossword puzzle fanatic and a deeply committed baseball fan. 
He and his wife Judy, also a former teacher, have three sons; one is a high school math teacher.

THURSDAY   |   OCTOBER 18, 2018
 8:30 AM - 9:00 AM    REGISTRATION & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

 9:15 AM - 10:00 AM   WELCOME & GENERAL SESSION:  REBECCA MORRISON 

 10:15 AM - 12:00 PM    BREAKOUT SESSION A

 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM    LUNCH*

 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM    BREAKOUT SESSION B

 2:30 PM - 3:00 PM    BREAK & SNACKS

 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM    BREAKOUT SESSION C

FRIDAY   |   OCTOBER 19, 2018
 8:30 AM - 9:00 AM    CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

 9:15 AM - 10:00 AM    GENERAL SESSION KEYNOTE:  TOM CODY

 10:15 AM - 12:00 PM    BREAKOUT SESSION D

 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM    LUNCH*

 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM    BREAKOUT SESSION E

 2:30 PM - 3:00 PM    BREAK & SNACKS

 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM    BREAKOUT SESSION F

*Not provided.

SEAN HANRAHAN ERICA CLARK LAURA DAVIS MICHELLE LANG

BA, Psychology MA, Literacy MA, CCC-SLP M.S.E.
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Peer Panel

Facilitator: Aaron Hawes, M.Ed.

Oakstone Academy peer students will talk about their experiences with the school, answering questions 
such as, what a day at Oakstone is like and the benefits of attending an inclusive school. Students will 
discuss the pros and cons of being an Oakstone Tiger! They will tell you about the overall focus of the school 
and how they not only enriched their character, but honed leadership qualities as well. Students will talk 
about smaller class sizes, teachers, sports, Homecoming, Prom, band, end of the year trips, and visual and 
performing arts.

Academic And Social Immersion as a Path to College and Career

Presenters: Kevin Brackman, M.Ed., Counseling, Abby Fogle, M.Ed.,
and Jill McQuaid, MS, Special Ed.

Oakstone students have a history of successful college admissions and scholarship acquisition and are 
succeeding in job placements. How has the Oakstone Model of Academic and Social Immersion fostered their 
success in life after high school? Presenters will discuss our guidance programming, transition planning, and 
college and career support services that lead to that success.
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SESSION A

THURSDAY       |       OCTOBER 18, 2018       |       10:15 am - 12:00 pm

Session A

Inclusion Re-Imagined: The Oakstone Model

Presenter: Dr. Rebecca S. Morrison, PhD.

The founder of Oakstone Academy will present the foundational components, implementation, and research 
results behind the Oakstone Academic and Social Immersion Model. Presenters will be sharing research 
findings highlighting the comparison of the model program to inclusive public-school settings. Presenters 
will also explore the various successes and challenges as the Oakstone Model has been applied beyond the 
early childhood classroom.
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SESSION B

Immersing OT and Speech: Integrated Therapies

Presenters: Lyndsay Molnar, MOT, OTR/L, and Jennifer Hesseling, MA, CCC-SLP

Oakstone Academy has seen success in immersing students academically and socially. Oakstone’s 
occupational therapists and speech language pathologists have also seen success immersing themselves 
in classrooms as well as co-treating students. This immersive approach is more responsive to academic and 
social needs in the natural setting, which leads to an increase in application and generalization of skills for 
students, as well as stronger relationships between therapists and classroom teams.

Student Leadership and Ownership as Key to an Immersive School Culture

Presenters: Ruth Friend, M.Ed., and Aaron Hawes, M.Ed.

Participants will gain a full understanding, as well as practical skills for implementing a successful character 
education and leadership program that prepares students for college and career success in the twenty-first 
century. This session will also explore fostering an environment of acceptance and tolerance.

Immersing Students And Teachers In Play (PIE)

Presenters: Sean Hanrahan, BA, Psychology, Samantha Kalina, BA, Early Childhood Ed., and Bridget 
Ireland, ISMM

PIE is playing by pretending, interacting by including, and engaging by encouraging. Participants will be 
presented with strategies and real-life experiences centered on engaging in and encouraging social play. Play 
skills developed in a positive and encouraging fashion are important building blocks for child development. 
Every student can benefit from adults who actively promote fun learning experiences. From structured 
activities to non-structured opportunities, we will talk about how we can play an active role in our children’s 
education.

Top 20 Teachers Keep Stupid in the Box: Eliminating Student Roadblocks for 
Academic Success

Presenter: Tom Cody

This session could be a game-changer for reducing disengagement in the classroom. Based on research from 
students and adults, this session identifies (1) five causes of students feeling “stupid” (2) responses students 
make when they feel stupid, and (3) what teachers can do to minimize the negative impact “stupid” has on 
kids.
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THURSDAY       |       OCTOBER 18, 2018       |       1:00 pm – 2:30 pm

Session B
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SESSION C

Immersion Works: Differentiating for Success

Presenters: Julie Sharp, M.A.T., Jill Anderson, OT/L, and Jan Moore, MA, CCC-SLP

We all know that the idea of inclusion is wonderful, but making it work in the actual classroom setting 
can be challenging at best. This session will take a team approach to building an inclusion environment, 
incorporating the classroom teacher, speech and occupational therapists, intervention specialist, and 
behavioral specialist. Through working together, this team combines content learning, independence, and 
increased student output in the classroom. Successful strategies for accommodations and modifications will 
be addressed.

Parent Panel

Facilitator: Dixie Gebert, M.Ed., LPC

What is Oakstone all about? I know it may be the right school for students with ASD, but what about my 
typically developing son or daughter? Why should I consider sending my student to Oakstone? How has my 
child benefited in character, leadership, academics, confidence? Parents of current and former Oakstone 
students will be available for comments and questions.

Reading Instruction in the Immersion Classroom

Presenter: Erica Clark, MA, Literacy

This session will focus on how to implement various methods of reading instruction with a population of 
students with Autism and typically developing peers. Participants will also explore common problems facing 
students with autism, as well as possible strategies to mediate these issues, while immersed with typically 
developing peers. The presenter will review strategies for managing behaviors, meeting reading benchmarks, 
and accommodating curriculum to support instruction to maximize students learning and growth.
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THURSDAY       |       OCTOBER 18, 2018       |       3:00 pm – 4:30 pm

Session C

Top 20 Teachers Create a Top 20 Culture

Presenter: Tom Cody

Top 20 teachers create a culture that develops the potential of students and colleagues. This one-of-a-kind 
upbeat session presents four components of a Top 20 culture: (1) help others succeed, (2) communicate ‘you 
matter,’ (3) honor the absent, and (4) see the problem, own the problem. It also presents a tool for assessing 
the degree to which these components exist in a culture.

04
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SESSION D

Behavior Supports, Strategies, and the Pillars of Character

Presenters: Sean Hanrahan, BA, Psychology and Erica Clark, MA, Literacy

This session will outline strategies to effectively address socially inappropriate behavior in the inclusion 
classroom and the community. A certified trainer in TCI (Therapeutic Crisis Intervention) will discuss 
approaches to behavior including the use of visuals and schedules. The 6 pillars (Trustworthiness, Respect, 
Responsibility, Fairness, Caring and Citizenship) will be referenced throughout to demonstrate how a young 
person’s success with behavior leads to character development and growth, as well as how a foundation in 
character education helps all students in an inclusive classroom see behavior management as a positive 
tool.

Inquiry Design Model in the Immersion Classroom

Presenter: Will White, M.A.T.

The Inquiry Design Model (IDM) is a distinctive approach to creating curriculum and instructional 
materials that honors teachers’ expertise, avoids over prescription, and focuses on the main elements of 
the instructional design process as envisioned in the Inquiry Arc of the College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) 
Framework for Social Studies State Standards. This session will break down the blueprint for creating and 
implementing your own inquiry, regardless of content. The IDM is one of the best techniques to introduce 
students to research and analysis of primary sources; and foster critical thinking.

Immersing children with their AAC devices

Presenters: Laura Davis, MA, CCC-SLP, Andrea Gatsch, MA, BCBA, Kathy Wilson, BA, Early Childhood 
Ed., and Jennifer Hesseling, MA, CCC-SLP

This session will provide ideas, strategies, and real-life experiences for implementation and use of 
Augmentative and Alternative Communication in its various forms. We will share ideas on how to easily 
and naturally incorporate a child’s AAC system in a variety of environments, including: school, home, 
work, and community. We will discuss methods of tracking a child’s progress using their specific mode of 
communication, non-use, or to recognize a plateau.

Integrated Panel

Facilitator: Julie Sharp, M.A.T.

Current Oakstone Academy students, both peers and students with ASD, will talk about their experiences 
with the school, answering questions such as: How am I a better person now after attending this school? Why 
did I decide to come here? Is it possible to have friends on the spectrum? Sure, I’ve learned to help kids who 
might need it, but what have I learned from them? What do I get at Oakstone that I couldn’t get at another 
school?
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FRIDAY       |       OCTOBER 19, 2018       |       10:15 am - 12:00 pm

Session D
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SESSION E

Early Immersion is Early Intervention

Presenters: Samantha Kalina, BA, Early Childhood Ed., Michelle Leininger, M.Ed., IS, and Kathy 
Wilson, BA, Early Childhood Ed.

This session will address how early intervention is key in addressing gaps or delays in skill 
development. Presenters will share age-appropriate skill development for young children age 12 
month-3 years. A variety of strategies and techniques to use with the youngest learner in a variety 
of settings, including home, school, and community, will be presented and discussed.

Graduate Panel

Facilitator: Kevin Brackman, M.Ed., Counseling

How does attending a school side by side with kids who view the world a little differently benefit our 
students beyond high school? Former students will present what they learned at Oakstone and how it 
benefited them upon graduation. Graduates will discuss how attending an inclusive school changed them 
as a person, helped them get accepted into colleges, and encouraged them in choosing a career path. These 
grads learned to stand up for diversity and help those who need it.

Prompting: What you need to know

Presenter: Laura Davis, MA, CCC-SLP

This session will cover the types and levels of prompting for both physical and verbal skills and will 
also address how to avoid the pitfalls of over or under prompting. The various types of prompts will be 
discussed, as well as the hierarchy of prompting from least to most intrusive. Techniques for fading prompts 
appropriately will also be presented. This session will benefit parents, educators, and therapists.
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FRIDAY       |       OCTOBER 19, 2018       |       1:00 pm – 2:30 pm

Session E
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SESSION F

Building Executive Functioning Skills in the Immersion Classroom

Presenters: Abby Fogle, M.Ed.

Does your student have trouble organizing their ideas when writing? Do they struggle with multitasking and 
managing deadlines for multiple classes? Do they lack motivation to see a project through from start to 
finish? Do they lack flexibility when it comes to trying new things? All of these struggles may be a result 
of weak executive functioning skills. This session will explain what executive functions are, why they are 
important, and give examples of how to strengthen executive functioning skills for students at home and in 
the classroom.

OAKsteps to Math Success

Presenter: Michelle Lang, M.S.E. and Grace Beeley, B.A.E.

OAKsteps is a comprehensive approach for students who need additional practice in the fundamental skills 
and concepts of mathematics. OAKsteps is aligned with the Common Core Standards from kindergarten 
through fifth grade. Formative assessment tools drive instruction in OAKsteps. Students’ progress is 
monitored daily, and pacing is individualized using substantial data recording. In this session, participants 
will learn the key to implementing this program in the classroom.

Continuity of Care

Presenters: Dr. Kristen Kenney, MD and Dr. Anne Reckling, Psy. D., Licensed Psychologist, and Dr. 
Rebecca S. Morrison, PhD.

Professionals will provide a working perspective of improving continuity of care for individuals with ASD. 
Presenters will examine critical areas including epilepsy, mental health, and medication issues. This session 
is beneficial for not only professionals working with students with ASD, but also parents.
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FRIDAY       |       OCTOBER 19, 2018       |       3:00 pm – 4:30 pm

Session F
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